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Box No - 1 Basis of the report 
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the description: 
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the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 

pages* 
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as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
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□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 
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received by this Authority on 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 
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any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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International application No! 

PCT/JP03 / 0.9098 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-21,24 



1,22,23 



1-24 



1-24 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents have been considered for the purpose of this report- 

D1 = WO 98/00475 A1(MERC PATENT GMBH), 1998.01 08 

D2 = JP 2002-196139 A(FUJI PHOTO FILM CO., LTD.), 2002.07 10 

D3 = JP 2001-91742 A(FUJI PHOTO FILM CO., LTD.), 2001.04.06 

The subject matters of claim 1, 22-24 do not appear to have novelty or inventive step 
in view of the D1 . Lines 30-33 in the page of 1 1 in the document describes the 
polymerizable mesogenic material, which corresponds to an anisotropic layer is coated 
and cured directly onto a polarizer. The document does not explicitly mention 'a case 
that an orientation layer is formed on the polarizing membrane. However, since it is 
well known to use an orientation layer under the polymerizable mesogenic material a 
skilled person can easily put the orientation layer on the polarizer described in D1 if 
necessary. 

The subject matters of claim 2-4 do not appear to involve inventive step in view of the 
D1 and D2. Both the documents describe that an anisotropic layer consists of rod-like 
liquid crystal molecules. The specification of the anisotropic layer can be appropriately 
set by a skilled person taking into consideration the specification of the liquid crystal 
cells and the limitation described in those claims are not so extraordinary in view of D2. 

The subject matters of claim 5-8 do not appear to involve inventive step in view of the 
D1 and D2. The thickness of the polarizing membrane can be appropriately set by a 
skilled person. A light-diffusing layer, an anti-reflection layer, and a transparent 
support are normally used in the technical field. 

The subject matters of claim 9-21 do not appear to involve inventive step in view of the 
D1, D2, and D3. The D2 describes there are both the first anisotropic layer and the 
second anisotropic layer on a polarizing membrane and the D3 describes the both 
anisotropic layers consist of discotic liquid crystal molecules, thus, a skilled person can 
easily put those two layers instead of one anisotropic layer described in the D1. The 
detailed specification of the anisotropic layers can be appropriately set by a skilled 
person as above-mentioned. 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applidaoility A*'' 
citations and explanations supporting such statement o .v I 
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